THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
artilleryman, and it was certainly no consolation for
the tired soldier to reflect that once he had got his gun
up the hill, he might expend just as much time and
patience to get the gun down the hill again. It was
amidst such surroundings that Bombardier Beck spent
a whole winter of his life; although once, at any rate,
the strenuous life was varied by a pleasant week spent
under the canvas of a rest camp in the valley bdow.
There was indeed this consolation for the tired
artilleryman; and another was that he was evidently
giving satisfaction in his labours. He was rapidly rising
in the ladder of promotion. In January, 1915, he passed
to the rank of corporal, and like others who have had
similar luck, he recalls that he never experienced the
joy of authority so keenly as in this, his first step upward.
In March, 1915, he was promoted to be sergeant and
platoon commander; in the latter part of 1915, which
was spent in Volhynia (the Polish province of Wofytf)
we are confronted by Ensign Beck the commander of
a counter-attack Schock-platoon of artillerymen, which
was quartered in the trenches together with the infantry.
In the summer of that same year, 1915, when the three
brigades of legionaries came together under the command
of Marshal Pilsudski, the artillery batteries were also,,
united, and finally, in the spring of 1916, Ensign Beck
reached commissioned rank and was then transferred
to the second artillery battery. Truly, a good record,
and as in after days, when Poland had become an
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